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Tbxe  prosperity  of  the  trade  and  indTistry  in  tlie  Bel  last  consular 
district  was  well  maintained  dnring  1917,  and  the  output  of  some  in- 
dustries was  the  greatest  in  their  history.  Although  handicapped 
by  loss  of  men  taken  for  the  army  or  transferred  to  other  work,  im- 
precedented  restrictions,  and  increasing  difficulties  in  obtaining  raw 
material,  the  determination  of  employers  and  workmen  to  do  their 
best  in  the  interests  of  the  nation  and  the  allied  cause  led  to  most 
gratifying  results. 

Banking  Conditions — Property  Market  Active. 

The  banking  statistics  indicate  general  prosperity  of  the  city  and. 
country.  There  was  a  very  large  increase  in  the  amounts  of  deposits 
and  credit  balances,  notwithstanding  the  investments  in  war  loan 
and  other  Government  securities.  The  cash  held  by  the  local  joint- 
stock  banks  is  more  than  28  per  cent  of  the  total  liabilities,  and  that 
of  the  investments  almost  35  per  cent.  Two  of  the  local  banks — the 
Belfast  Bank  and  the  Ulster  Bank — have  been  incorporated  with 
very  large  and  well-known  English  banking  companies,  the  first  with 
the  London  City  &  Midland  Bank,  and  the  second  with  the  London 
County  &  Westminster  Bank. 

Locally,  money  was  never  more  plentiful  or  more  generally  dis- 
tributed. Many  employees  received  remarkably  high  wages,  but 
owing  to  the  general  rise  of  prices  had  to  spend  in  proportion. 
Prices  during  the  year  were  fully  sustained,  and  in  nianj^  instances 
gained.  Industrials  and  shipping  stocks  were  good,  and  in  most  cases 
improved  on  their  dividend  distributions. 

During  the  year  the  property  market  was  very  active,  and  many 
large  sales  were  recorded.  House  property,  as  an  investment,  main- 
tained its  value,  and  was  not  subject  to  the  same  percentage  of  de- 
preciation that  other  investments  suffered.  This  was  due  to  a  great 
advance  in  the  price  of  all  building  material.  It  would  cost  at  least 
80  per  cent  more  to  build  a  house  now  than  it  would  have  before  the 
war,  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  tlit*se  prices  will  continue  for  some 
time.  The  only  building  enterprise  entered  upon  during  the  3'^ear 
was  the  erection  of  small  villas  for  artisans  and  munition  workers. 
The  scarcity  of  houses  is  very  keenly  felt  by  prospective  tenants  as 
out  of  81,318  dvrelling  houses  in  the  city  of  Belfast  only  159  were 
vacant. 

83913"— 18— lOj 


2  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMEECE   EEPOETS. 

Favorable  Year  foi'  Agriculture. 

The  year  1917.  was  one  of  great  prosperity  in  Irish  agi'iciilhu-e. 
There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  area  of  i)hnvecl  hxnd,  the  total 
for  all  Ireland'of  corn  and  green  crops,  including  flax  and  fruit, 
being,  OjOTIf^TSO  acres,  as  compared  with  2,400,328  acres  in  lOlfi,  an 
mcreaso:^f' G37,402  acres,  or  26.6  per  cent,  and  the  increase  in  Ulster 
was  193,369  acres,  or  20.7  per  cent. 

In  the  grain  crops  there  Avas  an  increase  of  47.644  acres,  or  62.3  per 
cent  in  the  total  area  under  wheat;  392,144  acres,  or  36.6  per  cent  in 
oats;  27,072  acres,  or  IS  per  cent,  in  barley  and  here;  and  1,029 
acres,  or  15.6  per  cent  in  rye. 

The  total  area  of  potatoes  increased  122,955  acres,  or  21  per  cent; 
turnips  30,638  acres,  or  11.7  per  cent;  mangels  and  beet  root  12,640 
acres,  or  15.7  per  cent;  fruit  1,457  acres,  or  9.4  per  cent;  and  flax 
16,112  acres,  or  17.6  per  cent. 

In  Ulster  the  area  under  grain  crops  increased  by  130,109  acres, 
that  under  green  crops  by  47.021  acres,  and  that  in  fruit  by  1,148 
acres.  The  flax  acreage  in  1917  avus  104,397,  and  in  1916,  89,306,  an 
increase  of  15,091. 

The  total  area  under  hay  in  Ireland  was  2,'532,723  acres,  as  com- 
pared with  2,406,247  acres  in  1916.  an  increase  of  126.476  acres,  or 
5.3  .per  cent. 

The  retur;ns  sjiow.  a  decrease  in  the  area  of,  pasture,  including 
in ouiitain  grazing,  accounted  for  by  the  great  increase  in  the  area 
of  plowed  land.  The  figures  are  11,501,020  acres  in  1917,  as  com- 
pared with  12,436,705  in  1916,  a  decrease  of  935,685  acres. 

The  total  estimated  yield  of  wheat  in  Ireland  for  1917  was  2.449.- 
745  hundred  u-eight,  an  increase  of  935,263,  as  compared  with  1916; 
of  oats; 27,046,257  hundredweight,  an  increase  of  9,230,909;  of  bar- 
ley 3,374,199  hundredweight,  an  increase  of  572,488;  of  rye 
111,473  hundredweight,  an  increase  of  15.441.  The  Irish  production 
of  beans  and  peas-  in  1917  was  39,174  hundredweight,  an  increase  of 
12,137  over  1916 ;  of  potatoes  4,152,740  tons,  an  increase  of  1.719,394 
tons;  of  turnips  4,624,834  tons,  an  increase  of  188.923;  and  of  man- 
gels 1,834,164  tons,  an  increase  of  206,330. 

In  1917  the  total  yield  of  flax  was  2,457,865  stones  (1  stoRe=:14 
pounds),  an  increase  of  139,213  over  1916.  The  average  production 
of  filler  worked  out  at  22.8  stones  per  statute  acre,  as  comp^ired  with 
25.4  stones  in  1916,  and  was  6.8  stones  below  the  average  of  29.6 
stones  for  the  10  years  1907-16.  Not  for  many  years  was  the  flax 
crop  so  late  in  being  sown.  Seeding,  however,  was  done  under  favor- 
able conditions.  Brairds  in  some  cases  were  weak,  straggling,  and 
irregular,  and  ground  beetles  did  damage  to  the  crop,  especially  where 
grown  immediatel}^  after  lea.  At  mid-July  the  crop  was  irregular 
and  short  for  the  season  of  the  year.  The  saving  of  the  straw  was 
much  interfered  with  bj'  broken  weather. 

live  stock.  ^ 

There  Avas  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  live  stock  in  Ireland,  due 
principally  to  the  high  price  of  feed  stuifs,  the  respective  figures  for 
1916  and  1917  being,  for  horses,  598,978  and  597.692,  a  decrease  of 
1.286:  for  cattle,  4,970,441  and  4,907,466,  a  decrease  of  62.975;  for 
sheep,  3,763,705  and  3,744,453,  a -decrease  of  19,252;  for  pigs,  '1:290,289 
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and  947,572,  a  decrease  of  342,717;  and  for  poultry,  20,472,753  and 
22,242,524,  a  decrease  of  4,230,229. 

Such  precautions  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  con^rvation 
of  the  Irish  flocks  and  herds  that  it  is  hoped  that  other  than  home 
demands  for  well-bred'  cattle  and  sheep,  both  for  slaughter  and 
breeding,  will  be  successfully  met. 

Production  of  Food. 

Ireland's  production  of  food  has  for  several  years  past,  under  the 
system  of  agricultural  education  and  administration  introduced  by 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction,  been 
steadil}^  growing,  until  it  has  reached  an  important  position.  Since 
the  war  the  production  has  been  fully  maintained,  but  owing  to  the 
enormous  and  persistent  demand  no  large  stocks  of  food  or  other 
goods  have  been  stored. 

Ireland  groAvs  more  food  for  Great  Britain  than  for  home  con- 
sumption, even  proportionately  to  the  population,  and  is  an  essential 
base  for  the  British  food  supply.  Although  having  only  10  per  cent 
of  the  population  40  per  cent  of  the  cattle  and  30  per  cent  of  the  pigs 
of  the  United  Kingdom  are  produced  here. 
Exports  of  Foodstuffs  to  Great  Britain. 

Comparing  the  average  quantities  of  foodstuffs  exported  to  Great 
Britain  in  the  prewar  years  1912  and  1913,  with  the  average  for  1916 
and  1917,  the  following  percentages  of  increase  or  decrease  are 
shown : 


Items 


Averago, 
1912-13. 

Average, 
191d-17. 

832,000 

8S0.000 

630, 000 

TOO,  0;)0 

233,000 

1,220,000 

3i0,000 

im.  000 

239,000 

1,  OSO,  01  lO 

420,000 

720. 000 

200,000 

210,010 

1,12;),  000 

48.^000 

1,380,000 
726,000 

1,340,000 

3,000,000 
300,000 

1,700,000 

3,460,000 

230,  .500 

140,003 

220,000 

Percentage 
of  iiioreaso 
or  decrease. 


Animais,  live: 

Cat  t  le number . 

Sh  e?p do. . . 

Pigs do... 

Jiacon  and  hams hundredweight. 

Biscuits do... 

Butter do. . . 

Conden.sed  m ilk do . . . 

Eggs do... 

Forage do... 

Oats do... 

Pota  toss do. . . 

Poultry do... 

Yeast do... 


+  6.9 
+  9.5 
+  2.6 
-11.. 5 
+2.3.5 

-  4.0 

-  7.7 
+23.2 
+50.0 

■+26.9 
+  15.  S 

-  3.3 
+57.1 


The  items  in  which  there  is  a  decrease,  viz,  pig  products,  dairy 
produce,  and  poultry,  are  those  directly  affected  by  thel-eduction  of 
the  import  into  Ireland  of  feedstuffs,  such  as  maize,  cattle  cake,  etc., 
from  abroad.  Ireland  noi-mally  imported  about  800,000  tons  of 
these  products  annually;  in  1917  the  amount  was  reduced  to  500,000 
tons  and  has  since  almost  ceased.  This  loss  of  imported  feedstuffs, 
although  partially  replaced  by  home-grown,  is  bound  to  affect  both 
the  live  stock  and  live-stock  products.  The  above  rate  of  export  of 
live  stock  in  1917  to  Great  Britain  has  onh^  been  given  at  the  cost  of 
a  draft  upon  the  capital  reserves. 

Tillage  Order. 

The  tillage  order  for  1918.  to  be  made  under  the  Third  Schedule 
of  the  Corn  Production  Act,  1917,  is  now  being  prepared  for  issue. 
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It  is  proposed  that  in  the  case  of  holdings  comprising  10  acres  or 
more  of  arable  land,  the  order  will,  in  general,  require  the  cultiva- 
tion in  1918  of  5  per  cent  of  the  arable  land  over  and  above  the  1917 
requirements,  i.  e.,  15  per  cent  of  the  arable  land  in  addition  to  an 
area  equivalent  to  that  cultivated  in  1916,  subject  to  the  proviso  that 
no  occupier  will  be  required  to  cultivate  more  than  50  per  cent  of 
the  arable  land  comprised  in  his  holding. 

Agriculture  and  State  Control. 

The  Irish  section  of  the  report  of  what  is  conunonly  referred  to  as 
the  Selborne  Committee  is  notable  chiefly  for  the  powers  and  duties 
it  proposes  to  confer  on  the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture, 

The  Selbornc  Committee  is  a  branch  of  the  Eeconstruction  Com- 
mittee appointed  in  August,  1916,  to  report  on  after-war  policy. 
The  section  of  which  Lord  Selborne  was  appointed  chairman  had  as 
it^.  special  duty  to  investigate  the  best  methods  of  increasing  home- 
grown food  supplies  in  the  interests  of  national  security. 

The  report  states  that  the  recommendations  made  are  "  exclu- 
sively in  the  national  interests."  It  also  assumes  as  the  basis  of  its 
]'eeon"imendations  that  while  the  Com  Production  Act  is  temporary, 
three  principles  enshrined  in  it  will  be  embodied  in  permanent  form 
in  after-war  legislation.  These  three  principles  are:  Guaranteed 
prices  for  wheat  and  oats,  to  secure  stability  of  conditions  for  all  who 
live  from  the  land-;  a  niinimrmi  wage,  to  secure  a  fair  share  of  the 
profits  of  the  land  to  the  laborer;  and  a  power  in  reserve  which  the 
State  inayiTse  to  secure  the  greatest  national  advantage.  It  is  the 
extent  to  which  it  is  proposed  to  empower  the  Irish  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  use  this  ''  power  in  reserve  "  which  marks  out  the  Irish 
proposals  of  the  committee. 

Briefly  put  these  proposals  are  that  the  department  should  have 
the  power  after  the  Avar  to  determine  vrhether  a  holding  is  being 
cultivated  "  in  the  national  interests'-  and  to  impose  drastic  penalties 
for  neglect  of  cultivation.  It  is  also  proposed  to  authorize  the  de- 
partment to  buy  out  compulsorily  small  holdings  "  in  the  occupation 
of  incapable  persons  whom  neither  instruction  nor  penalties  can  im- 
prove in  their  methods,"  and  to  sell  these  holdings  to  "competent 
cultivators,"  divide  thcni  into  small  holdings,  or  "vest  them  in 
trustees  to  hold  them  for  the  pnrpose  of  grazing  cows  to  supply 
milk  to  small  towns  or  villages." 

The  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  expresses  the  wish  to  see  a 
greater  in!petus  toward  country  life  than  is  at  present  given  in  the 
teaching  of  the  elementary  schools.  The  comir.ittee  particularly  in- 
dorses and  supports  the  claim  of  the  department  for  a  liberal  pro- 
vision for  scientific  research. 

The  Irish  Linen  Industry. 

The  linen  trade  is  still  of  great  importance  to  this  district,  but  its 
(;ondition  during  the  year  can  not  be  described  as  prosperous,  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  raw  materials,  restriction  of  the  export 
trade,  and  general  Government  control.  The  supply  of  flax  was  far 
boloAv  requirements,  and  prices  reached  ^  very  high  level.  At  the 
close  of  1016  the  maxiiuum  price  for- Irish  flax  was  $0.57  per  stone 
(14  pounds),  but  during  1917  official  pric:^*  varied  between  $6.08 
and  $8.52.    Irish  iarmei's,  encouraged  by  the  liope  of  a  very  remuner- 
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ative  crop,  sowed  more  flax,  and  the  acreage  rose,  to  107,5CC,  tlie  larg- 
est for  many  years;  but  the  yield  was  less  than  was  expected  owing 
to  inferior  seed  or,  to  the  unfavorable  weather  in  June  and  July. 

The  Government  desires  a  further  increase  in  the  production  of 
flax  in  1918,  and  land  is  being  freely  taken  at  high  prices  for  this 
purpose.  The  steps  taken  to  secure  a  supply  of  home-grown  seed 
have  been  successful,  the  prescribed  eighth  of  the  crop  having  been 
allowed  to  stand  till  seed  ripened.  This  should  make  a  valualile  ad- 
dition to  Irish  supply.  Tlierc  is  also  available  some  Russian  seed  of 
191G,  and  a  small  quantity  of  Canadian  seed,  both  yearling  and  new. 
This  seed  has  done  well  in  recent  years.  Little,  if  any,  seed  can  be 
expected  from  England,  as  it  is  being  retained  there  for  local  sow- 
ing. Holland,  now  Ireland's  main  source  of  supply,  has  a  much 
smaller  crop,  but  the  (juality  is  reported  to  be  fine,  and  every  en- 
deavor will  be  made  to  secure  the  largest  quantity  possible  of  Dutch 
seed. 
Government  Demand — Reduced  Exports. 

The  demand  for  cloth  for  aeroplanes  has  been  increasing  rapidly, 
jind  it  is  likely  to  continue  to  do  so  while  the  Avar  lasts.  The  disap- 
pointing yield  from  the  large  Irish  acreage  under  flax  and  the  chaotic 
developments  in  Eussia  have  awakened  the  responsible  departments 
to  the  necessity  of  making  sure  that  the  needs  of  the  Empire  shall 
have  the  first  call  on  all  raw  material.  With  the  Government's  en- 
tire control  of  spinning  mills,  and  consequently  of  manufacturing, 
there  will  be  practically  no  production  left  free  to  enable  manufac- 
turers to  meet  the  needs  of  their  civilian  customers. 

The  export  business  is  necessarily  reduced,  and  the  valuable  trade 
connections  formed  in  the  United  States  and  elsewhere  are  weakened 
and  imperiled.  Some  of  the  spinning  mills  and  weaving  factories 
formerly  emploj'ed  in  the  flax  and  linen  industries,  because  of  the 
necessities  of  the  time,  have  been  convei-ted  into  cotton-spinning  mills 
and  factories. 

Markets  for  Linen. 

In  many  instances  delay  in  deliveries  was  experienced  during  1917, 
owing  to  abnormal  conditions.  The  home  and  colonial  demand  was 
fair,  as  was  that  of  the  United  States,  but  the  yardage  shipped  was 
below  the  average.  France  bought  freely,  but  the  transactions  were 
complicated  by  Iho  necessity  for  obtaining  British  licenses  to  export 
and  French  permits  for  import.  There  was  a  steady  demand  from 
South  America.  The  Scandinavian  countries  were  keen  to  buy,  but 
for  most  of  the  year  the  Governinent  refused  to  allow  linen  goods  to 
be  shipped  to  those  markets.  The  authorities  have  taken  every  pre- 
caution that  goods  shall  not  find  their  way  into  enemy  countries. 

All  kinds  of  linen  goods  now  cost  so  much  that  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  buying  for  civilian  purposes  can  continue,  except  upon  the 
smallest  scale.  Stocks  are  practically  nonexistent,  and  tliere  is  no 
possibilit}'  of  resuming  production  of  many  of  the  most  important 
lines,  such  as  white  linens,  cambrics,  and  linen  damasks,  until  the 
Govermnent  requirements  have  been  satisfied.  This  is  also  true  of 
cotton  substitutes,  which  have  been  so  much  in  evidence  since  flax 
became  scarce. 
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Exports  of  Linen  Yarn  and  Manufactures  from  "United  Kingdom, 

NotAvithstanding  the  abnorirwily  high  prices  and  the  drastic  re- 
strictions which  had  to  be  met,  the  exports  from  the  ITnited  Kingdom, 
so  far  as  value  is  concerned,  were  larger  for  1917  than  those  for  191G. 
The  Britisli  Board  of  Trade  returns  give  the  following  values  of  the 
exports  of  linen  jvarn  and  mannfactnres  from  the  United  Kingdom 
during  the  past  three  years  : 


Items. 


Linen  yarn 

Linen  mamifactines: 
I'iec'o  goods- 
Plain,  imb'ear'lied  or  bleached 

Checked,  printed,  or  dyed,  and  damasks  or  diapers 

Sailclotli 

Other  than  piece  goods— 

Handkerchiefs 

Table  linen 

Thread  for  sewing , . . , 

Uneninnerated  articles 

Totca -■ ■■ • 


32,  GOG.  8S7 


20, 


G5i,071 
C79, 2GG 
683,923 

565, 302 
211,223 
911,550 
009, 575 


37,318,809 


19]  C 


1917 


$0,190,933 


29,003, 

3. 003, 

'621, 

3,070, 
2,  G57, 
4,098, 
3,282, 


50,990,749 


511,277,043 


164,582 
532,974 
485,609 

905,337 
793, 782 
404, 825 
310,443 


50,874,595 


Shipbiiilding  and  the  Engineering  and  Building  Trades. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  details  as  to  the  output;  of  the  two  ship- 
building firms  in  Belfast  during  the  year,  on  account  of  Government 
restrictions.  It  is  well  known,  however,  that  all  the  resources  of  the 
two  yards  have  been  strained  to  the  utmost  in  the  effort  to  meet  na- 
tional demands,  and  both  are  arranging  for  extensions  of  premises. 

The  engineering  trades,  notably  those  occupied  in  the  manufacture 
of  agricultural  machinery,  have  benefited  by  the  war  owing  to  the 
very  ^'reat  demands  made  on  them  by  the  extension  of  tillage  in 
Ireland.  The  manufacture  of  textile  machinery  forms  an  important 
part  of  the  trade  here,  and  w^ork  essential  for  the  production  of 
articles  havmg  a  direct  use  in  the  war  has  been  continued.  This 
refers  particularly  to  flax,  jute,  and  hemp  machinery.  The  prices  of 
materials  needed  for  this  industry  increased  and  firms  have  had 
extraordinary  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies.  Since  191G,  the  rise  in 
the  cost  of  labor  amounts  to  $3.1(),  bringing  the  total  increment  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  up  to  $4.87  a  head  per  week  for  skilled  men 
in  the  engineering  trade. 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  building  trade  in  the  past 
3'ear,  on  account  of  restrictions  imposed  hj  the  Govei-nment,  and  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  timber,  metal,  copper,  cement,  and  other  build- 
ing requisites.  Timber  is  selling  at  a  premium,  due  to  the  large  stocks 
which  have  l>een  taken  over  by  the  Government,  and  to  the  cutting  off 
of  the  sup])lies  from  the  Scandinavian  countries;  and  it  is  even  more 
difficult  to  procure  steel  girders  which  noAv  play  such  a  prominent 
part  in  the  construction  of  all  modern  buildings.  In  this  trade,  also, 
employee-  have  been  granted  increased  wages. 

The  Maldng-Up  Trade. 

Belfast  holds  a  foremost  place  in  the  markets  of  the  world  in  the 
making-up  trade.  More  than  100  firms,  giving  direct  employment 
to  about  12,000  workers,  are  engaged  in  this  industry.  Vv-hile  in  hand 
embroidery  and  other  kinds  of  hand  sewing,  employment  is  pro- 
vided for  more  than  -20.000  workers  throughout  Ulster,    Durin,*!  last 
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year  there  was  a  continued  advance  in  the  cost  of  all  materials,  a 
large  increase  in  working  expenses,  and  trouble  regarding  deliveries 
of  goods.  Local  manufacturers  draw  about  70  per  cent  of  their 
materials  from  Lancashire  milis^,  and  with  the  restrictions  on  spin-s 
ning  and  weaving  the  prospects  for  1918  are  not  very  encouraging. 

Trade  in  Aerated  Waters— Brewing  and  Distilling  Industries. 

The  high  prices  of  the  raw  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
aerated  waters  and  the  number  of  materials,  the  use  of  which  is  re-' 
stricted  or  i^rohibited,  constitute  a  serious  problem  in  this  industry. 
In  May,  1918,  the  Government  put  heavy  restrictions  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  aerated  waters,  allowing  shippers  to  send  only  25  per  cent  of 
their  normal  orders  of  sweetened  drinks  and  33^  per  cent  of  un-i 
sweetened. 

The  brewing  and  distilling  industries  have  been  restricted  in  tha 
matter  of  output  by  direct  Government  restrictions  and  the  shortage 
of  barley  and  malt  supplies.  In  prewar  times  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  these  commodities  were  imported.  Moreover,  a  large  portion 
of  the  available  barley  has  been  diverted  by  Government  orders  frorii. 
the  normal  uses  (brewing  and  feeding  purposes)  to  the  manufacturo 
of  bread. 

Kotor  Factories  Employed  in  War  Work. 

During  the  year  the  full  resources  of  the  motor  factories  have  been 
employed  on  Government  work,  and  the  output  of  cars  has  been 
limited  to  those  for  war  service  or  for  use  in^  connection  wnth  essential 
business.  The  industry  has  shown  remarkable  adaptability  in  meet- 
ing the  requirements  of  the  Government. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  that  coal  gas,  introduced  as  a  fuel  during 
the  3'ear,  is  in  many  respects  superior  to  the  inferior  grade  of  petrol 
that  has  been  available.  The  principal  objection  is  that  the  contain- 
ers are  unsightly,  and  that  only  sufficient  fuel  for  a  short  journey 
can  be  carried.  It  has  been  found  to  be  efficient  and  economical,  espe- 
cially in  commercial  vehicles  which  do  regular  rounds  w  hero  there  are 
facilities  for  recharging  the  corvtainers.  Considerable  progress  has 
been  made  in  making  the  containers  neater  in  appearance,  and  some 
cylinders  have  been  produced  for  carrying  gas  under  high  pressure. 
The  use  of  petrol  has  been  restricted  by  the  Governiiient  for  some 
time,  and  in  December  an  announcement  was  issued  that  the  use  of 
gas  as  a  substitute  would  be  brought  under  the  same  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  petrol,  because  supplies  would  need  to  be  collected  foi* 
farm  tractors  and  other  purposes. 

Rope  and  Twine  Industry — Wool. 

The  local  rope  and  twine  industry,  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  tho 
world,  has  been  exceptionally  busy  on  Government  work,  and  while 
the  overseas  trade  has  not  been  quite  so  voluminous  as  in  previous 
years,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  tonnage,  any  diminution  has  been  more 
than  (Oiuiteracted  by  the  h(mie  demand.  A  large  business  is  reported 
in  binder  tAvine.  An  ample  supply  of  raw  material  has  been  forth- 
coming and  adequate  provision  has  been  made  for  the  increased  de- 
mand. 

The  woolen  trade  has  been  affected  by  Government  restrictions, 
shortage  in  supply,  and  the  great  increase  in  the  prices  of  raw  wool. 
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Difficulties  Encountered  in  Tobacco  Manufacturing. 

During  1917  the  tobacco-mamifactiiring  industry  was  carried  on 
imder  difficult  conditions,  among  whicli  may  be  mentioned  two  ad- 
vances in  duty  in  two  months.  Yv'ith  a  view  perhaps  to  reducing  the 
consumption  of  tobacco,  and  at  the  same  time  keeping  up,  if  not  in- 
creasing, the  revenue  from  it,  the  duty  was  advanced  in  May  to  the 
unprecedented  figure  of  $1.78  per  pound.  This  necessarily  resulted 
in  proportionately  higher  prices  for  all  sorts  of  manufactured  to- 
bacco and  cigarettes.  The  Government  restriction  of  the  import  of 
raw  leaf  to  about  one-third  of  a  normal  year's  supply  during  1916 
led  to  further  anxiety  regai>ding  stock. 

In  May,  in  order  to  control  the  stocks  of  raw  leaf  tobacco,  as  Avell 
as  the  retail  prices,  the  tobacco  :iianufacturing  industry  was  placed 
under  a  board  of  coritrol,  assistt^^.l  by  an  advisory  committee  com- 
posed of  representatives  of  the  manufacturers  and  wholesale  and 
retail  branches  of  the  industry.  About  the  middle  of  June  the  Board 
of  Trade  informed  the  manufacturers  that  froin  July  1  they  would 
be  permitted  to  clear  from  bond  each  month  only  one-tvrelfth  of  the 
anjount  of  raw  leaf  on  which  they  had  paid  duty  during  the  year 
1916.  Despite  the  restriction  on  sales,  stocks  of  raw  leaf  in  this 
country  have  been  seriously  depleted^. 

The  Tobacco  Control  Board  also  maintains  supervision  over  the 
match-manufacturing  industry,  with  a  view  to  controlling  and  se- 
curing economy  in  the  distribution  and  consumption  of  this  article. 
Declared  Exports  to  United  States  and  Possessions. 

There  was  an  increase  of  $942,483  in  the  value  of  declared  exports 
from  Belfast  to  the  United  States  and  its  possessions  in  1917,  as 
compared  with  1916,  due  largely  to  the  advance  in  the  price  of  linen 
goods. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  invoiced  at  the 
Belfast  consulate  for  the  United  States  during  the  past  two  years  arc 
as  follows: 


Articles. 


Cotton: 

Damask square  yards. 

Embroidprips dozen. 

Hancl  kerchiefs — 

Not  hpmmed do. . . 

Henimed  or  hemstitched do. . . 

Embroidered do. . . 

Cloth square  yards. 

Mamifactiires,  n.  c.  s do. .. 

Woven  articles,  n.  e.  s dozen. 

other 

Felt. 


Flax: 

Not  hackled tons . 

Hackled do. . . 

Noils do . . . 

Tow  of: do... 

Flax,  manufactures  ol: 

Em  broderies  and !  aces dozen . 

Fabrics- 
Plain  woven square  vards . 

Not  plain  woven ".do... 

Handkorchicf.s— 

'        Not  hemmed  or  hemmed  only dozen. 

Hemstitched ." do. . . 

Embroidered do 

'thread pounds. 


1916 


Quantity.        Value 


1,527,727 
5,S19 

215,823 
2^7,719 
:m,535 
2,774,350 
765, 9SS 
47,316 


70 
1,212 

9S 
9 

21,110 

44, 30."),  9.33 
7,882,175 

117,010 
817,:<50 
!>47,081 
316,407 


$257,171 
33, 441 

25, G51 

91,507 

174,024 

342.215 

136,873 

65, 738 

54,377 

74, 623 

09, 843 

1,469,883 

5, 318 

13,712 

109, 587 

8,282,134 
2,599,987 

103, 526 
755, 330 
860, 431 
245, 995 


1917 


Quantity. 


2,915,159 
14,SS3 

349, 423 
341,362 
562, 236 
3,046,858 
901,365 
176,735 


83 

459 

7 

300 

17, 500 

25,070,422 
7,519,999 

133, 580 

972,479 

1,110,414 

163,911 


Value. 


5059,120 
71,479 

103,290 
247.634 
311,920 
482,;i83 
190,574 
294.642 
65, 672 
90,902 

77,337 

530,349 

756 

30,033 

97, 430 

7,152,149 
2,827,810 

110,178 
959,472 

1,206,142 
209,496 
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Articles. 


dozen. 


Flax,  manufactures  of— Continued. 

woven  articles,  n.  c.  s 

Yarns — 

Not  rai'::r  thsvn  8 lea pounds. . 

Finer  than  8  lea  and  not  finer  than  SO do 

Finer  tbsn  80  lea -do 

Ginger  ale  ( bottled) dozen . . 

Grass seea » pounds. . 

Jute,  cuin-ufacaurci.  of: 

tUirlaps Square  yards . . 

Plain do 

Machinery 

Nursery  stock 

Paper  s  tock pounds . . 

Whisky ■. gallons . . 

Woolens 

All  other  articles 


191G 


Quantity. 


S7-l,015 

10, 714 

S7:?,07-? 
25, 805 
87,3;jy 

1,814,517 

101,150 
2-1, 0S7 


567,  wg 
55,201 


Value. 


82,C79,,i)50 

.3,541 

4<)1,851 
24,221 
72,  5.15 

110, 265 

25,601 
4,002 

14.4-y 

lf'l',854 
33,080 
197,30'i 
U,Sil 
97,214 


19,587,i:i:i 


Quantity. 


l,365.;i.52 
25',  760 
24,070 

1,712,6<4 

7  9'-^2 


ll".,5:;5 

i)'.8,  S40 

;<2, 393 


Value. 


•53,100.670 


1,012,378 
37,479 
22, 5S2 
114,551 

2,S7S 


25,543 
28,958 
89.197 
140,591 
15,4813 
204 


20,510,386 


The  declared  exports  from  Belfast  to  the  Philippine  Islands  and 
Porto  Rico  in  191G  and  1917  consisted  entirclv  of  liax  manufactures. 
The  former  took  $10,455  worth  in  1916,  m\d  $9,738  worth  in  1917, 
and  the  latter  $8,001  and  $21,948  worth  in  1916  and  1917,  re- 
spectively. There  were  no  certified  invoices  covering  shipments  to 
Hawaii  or  the  Canal  Zone  in  1917.  Eeturned  American  goods  were 
valued  at  $39,948  in  1916,  and  $39.35<)  in  1917,  and  consisted  chiefly 
of  «empty  oil  barrels  and  tobacco  stems. 

Cotton  Prices — Coal. 

The  cotton  trade  has  developed  to  such  an  extent  in  Belfast  and 
throughout  the  Ulster  Province,  that  the  movements  of  the  market 
and  course  of  prices  have  been  followed  with  the  keenest  interest. 
The  rapid  rise  in  values  caused  anxiety  and  hesitation  on  ihe  part 
of  som-e  buyers,  neverthele-s  the  volume  of  trade  lias  been  large  and 
well  sustained. 

In  December,  1916,  the  price  of  Americfiu  middling  was  -quoted 
at  25  cents  per  pound,  while  on  the  corresponding  date  in  1917 
47  cents  was  asked  for  the  same  quality.  Hov\-ever,  tlic  chief  diffi- 
culty of  the  spinners  is  not  the  high  price,  but  the  quality,  much 
of  which  is  said  to  be  inferior.  Cotton  yarns  have  increased  consid- 
erably in  price.  Cotton  wati^s,  16s,  largely  used  here  and  freely 
offered  at  35  cents  in  1916,  were  quoted  at  79  cents  in  1917,  and  at 
the  same  time,  to  obtain  delivery  within  any  reasonable  period  was 
mo.st  difficult.  Although  prices  for  cotton  cloth  have  followed  the- 
rise  in  raw  material  and  yarns,  they  have  been  proportionately  lower 
than  those  of  yai-ns. 

Shortage  of  .shipping,  high  freights,  and  the  iiicro!T^ed  cost  of  labor 
have  resulted  in  the  price  of  coal  being  raised  until  it  is  al^out  double 
what  is  was  before  the  war.  Despite  the  shortage  of  tonnage,  hical 
dealers  managed  to  mainta.in  the  imports  to  Belfast  at  the  nWessarv 
standard,  and  they  were  able  to  supply  all  the  demands  made  upon 
them.  The  total  imports  of  coal  int£)  Belfast  for  1917  amounted  to 
1,3*21,434  tons,  which  exceeds  tlic  figures  for  the  last  prewar  year  by 
about  8.000  t-ons.  The  Government  took  over  the  control  of  coal 
prices  and  empowered  the  local  authorities  to  appoint  committees  to 
fix  the  maximum  charge  per  ton  for  each  district.     Subsequently  it 
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was  resolved  that  the  maximum  price  of  household  coal  should  bo 
fixed  at  $10.95  per  ton  cash.  Scheduled  prices  arc  being  observed  by 
making  the  charge  of  $11.19  per  ton  for  the  best  English  coal,  subject 
to  a  discount  of  $0,243  for  cash. 

Import  Trade  of  Belfast. 

The  only  local  available  statistics  of  imports  and  exports  are  those 
compiled  by  the  Belfast  Harbor  Board,  which  are  of  little  value  in 
determining  buU^  of  imports  and  exports  from  and  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  tliey  do  not  ditferentiate  between  merchandise  for  consump- 
tion in  Great  Britain  and  that  coming  from  and  going  to  foreign 
countries.  Moreover,  the  returns  give  only  the  quantities  in  tons  or 
loads,  without  values. 

The  imports  into  Belfast  of  timber,  flax,  cotton,  and  wool  show  a 
marked  falling  off,  while  foodstuffs,  which  are  controlled  by  the 
British  Government,  have  been  seriously  curtailed. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  into  Belfast  in 
1916  and  1917  in  tons  of  2,240  pounds,  unless  otherAvise  noted: 


Articles. 


Beverages: 

Ale  and  beer 

Porter 

Whisky 

Boots  and  shoes 

Carriages: 

4-wheeled 

2-wheelcd 

Motor 

Cement 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc.: 

Acid 

Bleaching  powder 

Other  chemicals  and  drugs 

Oil- 

ParafRn    and    petro- 
leum   

Other 

Paints 

Soda 

Soda  ash 

Coal,  coke,  etc.: 

Charcoal 

Coal 

Coke 

Confectionery 

Earthenware,  glass,  etc.: 

Bottles 

Glass •- 

Slates 

Fertilizers: 

Nitrate  of  soJa 

Phosphate  roek 

Fruits  and  vegetables; 

Apples  and  pears 

Dried  fruits 

Green  and  preserved 

Oranges 

Onions 

Grain,  flour,  etc.: 

Barley,  immanufactured 

Bran 

Cottonseed  cai-e 

Cottonseed  meal 

Feeding  meal 

Flour 

Indian  corn 

Linseed  cake 

Oats 

Rye 

meat 

Lard 

Leather 


4,439 
2,')ol 

2;  60.3 

3,n2 

a  12 

0  39 

a  679 

10,802 

2S3 
3,  .552 
2.440 


30, 206 
n..370 
2,643 
6, 240 
4,380 

22 

,.360,982 
21,238 
2,942 

10,094 
2,209 
4, 769 

1,228 
15, 7,50 

2,453 
2, 202 
4, 576 
3,69S 
5,414 

25,5S8 

14,334 

9.138 

3^247 

1.5,992 

95, U72 

107, 460 

6,963 

3,455 

20,812 

90, 440 

i;i79 

1,256 


Tons. 
3,  i62 
1,903 
1,070 
2,661 

a  IS 

o45 

0229 

8, 581 

317 
4,315 
2,381 


31.728 
13;  4.53 
2,992 
6,295 
4,509 


1,321,434 

9,680 
1,809 


6,830 
1,535 
4,205 


990 

S20 

2,  '-59 

2, 2ttt 

3,611 

31,815 

9,937 

.5,814 

3,294 

16,606 

86, 200 

143,376 

8,6-56 

3, 658 

24,341 

79,014 

1,708 

1,115 


Articles. 


Metats  and  fi.sh: 

Bacon 

Beef 

Fish, fresh 

als  anel  manufactures  of: 

Boiler.^,  steam 

Bedsteads,  iron 

Bolts ;. 

Castings 

Copper 

Hardware 

Machines  and  machinery 

ISfails 

Pigiron 

Rivets 

Sheet  and  plate  iron 

Steel 

Wrought  iron 

Paper 

Seeds: 

Clover 

Flax 

Grass 

Other 

i?heep 

Soap 

Sugar 

Tobacco: 

Manufactured 

TTnmannfaetured 

Textile  materials  and  mauu- 
factm-cs  of: 

Cotton  goods 

Cotton,  raw 

Flax 

Hemp 

Linen 

Tow 

Woo! 

Woolens 

Yarns — 

Cotton 

Linen 

Woolen 

Wood  and  m.inufactures  of: 

Boards,  planed 

Deals 

Empty  boxes 

Mahogany 

Timber 

Timber,  wrought 


T'ws. 
3,718 
370 
1,142 

323 

432 

1,.54S 

8,513 

1,131 

3, 47S 

9,345 

2, 490 

9,101 

2. 507 

14;  083 

33, 207 

16, 071 

14,111 

408 

4,361 

578 

1,0.53 

c  11,704 

3,775 

29,787 

707 
4,020 


22.079 
7,893 
.31.322 
17, 777 
3,515 
7, 024 
66:3 
2,190 

10,  180 

2.  .528 

746 

ft  5, 821 

6  50,/ 87 

11,517 

308 

£>  15, 633 

i>824 


1917 


Tom. 
4,130 
246 
731 

665 
361 
4,254 
9,034 
1,143 
3,412 
10,076 
1,727 
11,154 
2,903 
2.5,231 
44, 076 
24,823 
U,142 

442 
4,064 
973 
1,187 
04,331 
3,664 
19,314 

6S9 
1,049 


19,280 
2,642 
28,  .5.15 
20,677 
3,90tj 
8,790 
240 
1,867 

8,705 

1,837 

T09 

f>  1,823 

1 15, 430 

11,856 

447 

»8,823 

i>623 


n  Number.  ,      ,     ,      ,..,„  <-  ■  » 

6  Loads  Cone  load  of  square  timber  is  50  cubic  feet;  uiJic\vn,  40  cubic  feetj  mch  planks,  600  siipcrncial , 
feet).  ! 
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Wheat  and  Flour  Controlled  by  Government. 

Both  imports  and  prices  of  wheat  are  under  control  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  wheat  supplies,  and  it  is  understood  that  thej'  will 
remain  so-  until  the  end  of  the  war.  This  commission  reduced  quota- 
tions in  September  to  bring  dow-n  the  price  of  bread  to  1S:2  cents  per 
4-pound  loaf  on  the  baker's  counter,  or  19.2  cents  delivered.  The 
elfect  of  this  reduction  in  bread,  so  far  as  Ireland  is  concerned,  has 
been  to  increase  the  demand. 

Australia  still  holds  a  large  stock  of  wheat,  while  supplies  avail- 
able for  export  from  India  and  Argentina  are  fairly  liberal.  The 
shortage  of  tonnage,  however,  prevents  any  hope  of  material  im- 
ports from  those  countries  owing  to  the  great  distance;  and  America 
will  therefore  be  the  chief  source  of  supply. 

During  the  year  the  percentage  of  extraction  of  flour  from  wheat 
was  steadily  increased,  till  eventually  pure  wheat  flour  was  abso- 
lutely abolished  in  favor  of  an  admixture,  manufactured  from  rice, 
maize,  oats,  or  barley.  Attempts  to  make  bread  solely  from  this 
preparation  proved  unsuccessful,  resulting  in  much  Avaste.  It  then 
became  evident  that  a  proportion  of  American  spring  wheat  flour 
was  necessary,  if  bakers  were  to  continue  their  trade,  and  fancy 
prices  were  paid  for  any  parcels  of  this  grade  which  wore  offered. 

Realizing  the  necessitj^  of  assuring  supplies,  the  Government  en- 
tered business  on  its  own  account,  appointing  foreign  purchasing 
agents,  controlling  all  shipping,  and  fixing  a  price  both  for  regula- 
tion and  imported  flour.  Later,  however,  the  enhanced  value  of 
foodstuffs  having  been  ascertained  to  be  one,  if  not  the  chief,  cause 
of  the  prevailing  labor  unrest,  the  Government,  at  a  cost  to  the  na- 
tion of  several  million  pounds  per  annum,  reduced  the  price  of  Gov- 
ernment regulation  and  imported  fxour  to  $10.77  and  $12. 59,  respec- 
tively, per  sack  of  280  pounds,  in  order  to  reduce  the  price  of  the 
4  pound  loaf. 

Quantities  of  wheat  and  flour  are  being  stored  at  convenient  points 
and  disti-ibuted  to  millers  and  Government  agents  as  necessity  dic- 
tates. Irish  mills  are  able  to  supply  only  about  50  per  cent  of  this 
country's  requirements. 

Supply  of  Mai2e. 

This  cereal  also  came  under  tlie  control  of  the  Royal  Commission 
in  January,  1017,  and  the  same  conditions  apply  as  to  its  distribution, 
except  that  the  price  charged  is  kept  more  in  line  with  prime  cost: 
and  consequ.ently  Indian  meal  has  been  selling  from  $21.30  to  $29.20 
per  ton  over  the  price  of  wheat  flour  during  recent  months. 

Due  to  a  short  crop  in  the  United  States  in  1916  shipments  ceased 
at  an  earlier  date  than  usual.  The  1917  crop  is  distinctly  larger;  but 
with  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  reserve  avaihible 
tonnage  for  the  transport  of  wheat,  it  is  not  expected  that  any  heavy 
imports  of  corn  will  1)9  made.  Argentina  had  a  very  poor  yield  of 
corn  in  1917,  and  the  portion  available  for  export  is  still  lyiiig  in 
that  country,  and  must  remain  there  unti)  the  output  of  merchant 
ships  increases.  A  moderate  supply  of  maize  and  Indian  meal  was 
obtained  fi-om  South  Afi'ica. 

Trade  in  Groceries  and  Provisions. 

■  The  grocery  trade  in  Belfast  was  greatly  hampered  during  the  past 
year  by  a  general  scarcity  of  supplies,  and  the  increased   prices, 
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largely  attributable  to  the  conversion  of  vast  quantities  of  shipping 
to  war  uses.  Some  commodities,  as  raisins  and  currants,  disappeared 
entirely  from  the  market,  flour  became  very  scarce,  and  sugar  fluctu- 
ated in  supply  and  price.  Sugar  cards  have  been  in  force  here  since 
March,  1918.  and  grocers  will  furnish  customers  with  the  guaranteed 
quantity* — about  one-half  pound  per  person  per  week — upon  presen- 
tation of  the.  card. 

The  tea  situation  is  better  here  than  in  England  or  Scotland,  as 
stocks  were  pretty  well  filled  when  the  scarcity  began  to  be  felt.  A 
maximum  price  of  97  cents  per  pound  has  been  fixed  by  the  food  con- 
troller, and  below  this  price  there  are  other  prices  of  57,  65,  and  73 
cents  per  pound,  according  to  grade.  Many  grocers  having  pur- 
rliascd  their  stocks  of  the  higher  quality  at  more  than  the  maximum 
price  are  losing  money  oh  account  of  the  restrictions. 

At  no  time  during  the  year  did  the  supply  of  butter  equal  the  de- 
mand. Irish  consumers  usually  obtain  their  winter  supplies  of  but- 
ter from  Denmark  and  the  British  colonies.  The  Danish  market, 
liowever,  was  shut  to  them  as  a  result  of  German  competition  in  the 
matter  of  prices,  for  when  the  food  controller  fixed  the  price  for  but- 
ter imports  from  that  country  at  about  $G0.83  per  hundredweight,  the 
Germans  went  higher,  and  the  last  recorded  price  for  the  Danish 
product  was  $97.33  per  hundredweight.  Cheese  also  became  a  con- 
trolled article,  and  the  Government,  after  buying  the  entire  colonial 
output,  fixed  the  retail  price  at  32  cents  per  pound.  The  price  of  eggs 
for  the  year  ruled  very  high,  as  supplies  were  smaller  than  usual. 

During  1917  the  local  provision  market  was  active,  and  pork,  which 
opened  in  January  at  $23.84  per  hundredweight,  rapidly  advanced 
until  $36.50  w^as  the  quotation  in  August.  liolled  bacon,  wiiich  sold 
for  $32.12  in  January,  reached  $44,77  in  August,  and  remained  there 
Tuitil  November,  when  the  price  was  raised  to  $46.96. 

Principal  Exports  from  Belfast. 

The  exports  from  Belfast  of  linens,  machinery,  aerated  Avaters,  and 
flax  yarns  have  been  seriously  diminished,  and  the  last-named  com- 
modity has  been  completely  stopped  since  last  November. 

The  principal  exports  from  Belfast  in  1916  and  1917  in  tons  of 
2,240  pounds,  unless  otherwise  noted,  are  shown  in  the  following 
table : 


Articles. 


A  eraf  cd  waters 

.-Vic  and  beer 

Bacon 

Barley,  unmanufactured. 

Biscuits 

Bran 

Butter 

<:'attlc 

Ccalft 

Confectionery 

Cordago,  new 

Cottons 

Cottonseed'  cake  b 

Cottonseed  meal  b 

(Cotton,  raw  6 

Kggs 

Kinpty  boxes 

]•" coding  meal 

rcit 


191G 


1917 


Tons. 

Tons. 

9,107 

5,797 

2S2 

493 

8,3(37 

7,023 

358 

1,099 

1, 103 

1,300 

593 

403 

3,231 

2, 001 

150,297 

« 136,898 

0,303 

23,940 

345 

351 

8,0ti4 

8,758 

8,180 

8,077 

1,419 

518 

271 

340 

7, 704 

3,075 

11,757 

13, 950 

13,593 

12,949 

4,0o6 

4,  20(5 

14,099 

14, 002 

Articles. 


a  Number. 


Flax 

Flour 

Hams 

Hay 

Herrings: 

Fresh 

Salt 

HidPsand  skins 

Horses 

Indian  corni> 

Iron: 

Castings 

Ore 

Scrap 

Lard 

Linon 

Machinery  and  machines 

Manures,  artificial 

Meal 

bEeexiwrts. 


1916 


Tons. 
5,282 
3,  Otio 
2.527 
5,250 

347 

1,522 

2,300 

0  2.691 

7;434 

1,206 
30, 314 
19,818 

1,083 
61,870 
10,854 

6,000 

2.6S6 


1917 


Tons. 

3,045 

2,517 

2.079 

24,290 

339 
780 

1,630 
o3,429 

4,922 

2,910 

46,442 
25,803 
704 
50,807 
9,110 
8,255 
4,430 
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Articles. 


Meal,  Indian 

Meat,  coarse 

Oat? 

Oil,  paruffin,  and  petroleum  o 

Paper 

Pigs 

Pifcli 

Pork..» 

Potatoes 

PoulUy 

Preserx  Co 

Pyrites 

Ropes,  new 


2, 
8, 
1, 
5, 
611, 

1, 

117, 

2, 

2, 


1917 


Arliclf^s. 


Salt,  crushed 

Sand,  raoldin;,' 

Seed,  gra.ss . . .' 

Sheep  and  lambs 

Thread 

Timber 

Timber,  wrought 

Tobacco,  manufacliircil 

Waste,  na.x,  hemp,  and  low. . . 

Wheat 

Whisky 

Yarn,  iincn 

Ycaot 


5, 
12, 

>28, 

2 

c3,l 


4,609 

13,952 

b  32,5m 

2,371 

c3,320 

C202 

4,206 
12,019 

6,217 
23,776 
10,3S4 

l.SlM 


o  Reexports. 

6  Number. 

c  Loads;  a  load  of  square  timber  is  50  cubic  feet;  unhewn,  40  cubic  feet;  inch  planks,  600  superficial  feet. 

There  are  no  statistics  published  giving  the  trtide  by  eotintries 
for  Belfast,  but  it  has  been  ascertained  that  in  addition  to  trade  being 
cut  off  with  enemy  countries,  business  witii  Russia  and  Finland  has 
also  ceased,  and  there  has  been  a  decrease  oi  practically  80  per  cent 
in  local  trade  with  the  Scandinavian  countries,  IJoUand,  Spain, 
Portugtil,  Greece,  and. Italy.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  corre- 
sponding increase  with  the  United  States,  Japan,  and  some  cff  the 
British  colonies,  particularly  Canada. 

Customs  and  Excise  Duties — Harbor  Revenues, 

The  customs  and  excise  duties  collected  in  1917  for  this  district 
aggregated  $20,330,135  as  compared  with  il^-2 1,590.574  in  191,6,  a  de- 
crease of  $1,260,439. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Belfast  harbor  commissioners  for 
1917,  the  gross  revenue  of  the  port  amounted  to  $997,707.  and  the  net 
surplus  revenue  to  $47,975.  The  gross  revenue  is  'the  highest  ever 
received  in  one  year,  being  $31,754  more  than  that  of  1915,  which 
constituted  the  previous  record;  but  at  the  same  timc^  ,tlie  expendi- 
ture was  $89,762  more  than  it  has  ever  been  before,  and  the  net 
surplus  has  not  been  so  small  for  10  years.  This  is  due  to  the  al)- 
normal  conditions  caused  by  the  war.  On  account  of  declining 
trade  and  increasing  expenditure  caused  by  the  enhanced  cost  ,of 
labor  and  materials,  it  was  found  necessary,  from  May  7,  1917,  to 
make  an  addition  of  20  per  cent  to  the  rates  on  vessels  and  goods. 
Furtlier  increases  were  effective  January  1,  1918. 

Decrease  in  Shipping. 

During  1917  there  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  tonnage  of 
vessels  entering  the  port  of  Belfast,  owing  to  the  reduced  service  of 
the  cross-channel  .steamers  and  other  limitations  in  the  trade,  caused 
by  the  war.  The  registered  tonnage  of  shipping  cleared  from  the 
port  during  1917  amounted  to  2,479,235.  which  represents  a  decrease 
of  311.029.  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

No  large  harbor  improvements  were  undertaken  during  the  past 
year  on  account  of  the  vs'ar  and  tlie  high  cost  of  labor  andniaterials. 
Plans  have  been  made,  however,  for  extensive  improvements  after 
the  war. 

Municipal  Taxes  and  Public  Utilities. 

The  increa.sed  cost  of  Jabor  and  material  has  been  felt  in  all  the 
municiiJal  departments,  and  in  order  that  the  expenditure  might  be 
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kept  down  to  a  minimum,  there  has  been  a  general  suspension  of  all 
"work  which  was  not  absolutely  necessary. 

The  price  of  gas  has  greatly  increased  owing  to  the  great  advance 
5n  the  cost  of  coal  and  other  materials  and  increased  cost  of  labor. 
Before  the  war  the  cost  of  gas  to  the  consumer  was  44  cents  net 
per  thousand  cubic  feet,  and  now  it  is  68  cents  net  for  lighting,  heat- 
ing, and  cooking. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  the  extension  of  the  electricity  works, 
but  the  continuance  of  the  war  has  rendered  this  difficult.  To  supply 
the  requirements  of  consumers,  which  include  manj^  large  industrial 
concerns,  it  is  necessary  to  utilize  the  whole  of  the  available  plant 
and  machinery,  and  this  naturally  involves  a  great  deal  of  wear  and 
tear. 

The  Belfast  water  board  is  one  of  the  very  few  public  works 
which  has  not  been  obliged  to  increase  its  rates  in  order  to  meet  the 
additional  expenditure  entailed  by  the  war.  There  was  no  scarcity 
of  water  during  the  year.  The  scheme  for  the  construction  of  a  new 
storage  reservoir  is  still  in  abeyance,  and  it  is  not  intended  to  enter 
upon  the  work  until  after  the  war. 

The  year  was  a  very  critical  period  for  the  tramways,  and  it  was 
only  by  taking  drastic  steps  to  seowre  a  substantial  increase  in  the 
income  that  the  corporation  was  able  to  surmount  the  diificulty  by 
■which  it  was  confronted  in  consequence  of  a  steadily  rising  expendi- 
ture. The  maintenance  of  the  overhead  equipment  was  transferred 
from  the  electricity  department  to  the  tramway  management,  and 
a  readjustment  of  the  service  on  certain  routes  was  made  in  order  to 
give  the  public  improved  facilities. 
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